[image: image1.png]Repubblica e Cantone Ticino
Dipartimento del territorio
Marco Borradori




[image: image2.png]tic





Sixth Seminar on Stochastic Analysis, Random Fields and Applications

Centro Stefano Franscini, Ascona, 21 May 2008

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Members of the research community,

As President of the government and on behalf of the population of the Canton of Ticino, it is my pleasure to welcome you to our lovely region. I am honoured to have this opportunity to speak to you at the opening of this seminar which brings together renowned participants and speakers from different parts of the globe.

A scholar of our times, Raimon Panikkar, a Christian mystic who has lived between the East and the West (his father was a Hindu Indian and his mother from Spain), concluded a long interview with Swiss-Italian Television a few years ago by remarking that nowadays nothing and no one can leave politics out of the picture; he added that politics is at the same time the science and the art of living together.

The work of a politician is indeed a complex one. On the one hand, sectoral polices must be based on data, models and scientific analyses – otherwise we will end up with inefficiency and a lack of credibility. On the other hand, politicians must be in a position to confront and interact with the various components of society which often have highly contradictory wishes and expectations.

As President of the government and head of the Department of the Territory, I have to try to strike a balance between these two necessities in my day-to-day work, in particular in those areas which fall under my responsibility: the environment, landscape and nature, transport and road infrastructures. Even the government of a small region such as ours must offer concrete solutions to questions related to climate change, energy supplies, the utilisation of resources such as water, raw materials, capital and the labour force. 

Politicians are often called upon to mediate between the responses given by science – at times, unfortunately contradictory – and the sensitivities of the citizens which are tinged by their subjective feelings, personal experience or ideology. And nowadays the citizens, for their part, no longer trust the responses of either the politicians or the scientific community: everything is questionable, there is virtually no objective reality left. Moreover, they expect politicians to put forward low-cost solutions which can be applied both effectively and efficiently, impose no constraints on the economy or individual liberties, whilst at the same time safeguarding the environment, social relations and the quality of life.

The priority issues of today include combating climate change, energy supplies, fossil fuel consumption and the search for indigenous and renewable sources of energy. These are issues which will undoubtedly leave a profound impression on our era. In this context, politics and society are called upon to seriously consider the relationship between affluence/the economy/the environment, on the one hand, and, energy consumption and energy resources which are sustainable in the long term.

Accordingly, in this age of globalisation, the concept of the low-power society (or at least a society with a low production of CO2) gains particular relevance - a society which requires more sustainable systems of organization, either for the sparing use of resources, or a better respect of social justice. Every decision in the field of energy and transport policy is a decisive one. Our cantonal government is aware of this and has therefore included global warming, the environment and energy as priority themes of its political programme. Because we are convinced that it is necessary to reconsider the relationship between economic growth and increasing energy consumption and the relationship between the environment and society.

Whilst the difficulties related to energy supplies and climate change face us with concrete risks, they also offer us an important opportunity to reflect upon the current model of development which shows evident weaknesses in environmental, economic and social terms.

It should also be pointed out that whereas in the past the causes of pollution could be attributed to shortcomings of technology, today, on the contrary, they tend to be related to an excess of production and consumption (e.g. the positive effects of the catalytic converter were cancelled out by the increase in the number of vehicles and distances travelled). Moreover, we have moved from a situation characterised by an abundance of natural resources and a dearth of financial resources to one which is exactly the opposite. Today, we have financial capital in apparently ever-increasing abundance, yet our natural capital is being eroded at increasingly speed.

Mindful of this development and aware of the fact that more sustainable policies can only be implemented in the longer term, we have set energy efficiency and the harnessing of indigenous renewable energies among our priority objectives. I will not go into detail here on the various measures and sectoral plans for the construction industry, energy, transport, air quality, etc., but I would nevertheless like to emphasise that alongside the obvious economic, technical and scientific aspects concerned, we always strive to give equal consideration to the social components of the questions involved. 

I am convinced that it is increasingly necessary to ask ourselves what kind of society awaits us in the years to come. What level of affluence can we expect? What quality of life can we hope for? What parameters must we take into consideration to guide our policies? What will we have to ask our citizens to renounce? The concept of affluence and quality of life is a rather subjective one - but it is precisely for this reason that it is necessary to create awareness, provide information and educate our citizens about these issues. In fact, it is only fair that everyone should be empowered to realise the consequences of their choices so that they may act as responsible consumers and drivers of change.

Politicians essentially base their choices on the judgements of scientists and researchers – and this is particularly true of the sectors I have drawn attention to here. Hence the importance of being able to rely on accurate and consensual information. Contradictory interpretations, in fact, merely serve to slow down the process of change towards sustainable forms of behaviour. 

I am certain that your commitment can help politics and society gain an ever deeper insight into the significance of the ongoing process of change to enable them to take just and sustainable decisions. On this positive note, I wish you a pleasant stay in our canton and an interesting seminar.
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